(Ghost Plant is a Solid Presence in Fall Containers
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| can’t remember exacthy when, or from where, | acquired ghost plant,
bt I've had it for many years, And to be honest, | can never remember itz
proper name, =0 last night | did an Internet search for it — Graptopetalom
paraguavense.

My impromptu search also turned up the information that ghost plant is only
wiriter hatdy in zones 9 and 10, meaning it survives temperatures no
lovwwer than 20 to 25 degrees. Realy? Hmmm... I've been growing i in

containers in Atlarta (zone 71 for maybe ten vears now . And | know
Fhoto: Flickr wwe've had plenty of clear, cald nights when the mercury has plunoed into
the lovwy teens during that time, 50 | think the convertional wisdom sbout

this plant iz wrong. | can tell vou that | lesve it outside vear round, and it looks grest all winter.

Here's a shot | took last February . Ghost plant is cascading down the side of a strawberry pot that's planted
with blue pansies and some miscelansous sedum. |t sits onomy kitchen porch in the weestern sun. Inthe
summer | replace the pansies with portulaca, or zometimes gomphrena.
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| personally think ghost plant is one beautiful succulent. | forms gravish-green rozettes that shimmer with
zubitle highlights of pink and agua, almost like a mather-of-pearl finizh. And it's prolific. £ mutiplies much more
fruitfully than hen-and-chicks ever haz for me. & single rosette will put out long stems that form ever more
rosettes, spilling over the sides of pots to make a nice display. (e never grown ghost plant inthe ground, but
it probakly works wellinoa dey climate and well drained soil.)

If wou jostle ghost plant or bump into it, you're likely to knock off & petal or two. Thiz iz a
plant that comes undone eazily. Just pick up the fallen bits and lay them against the potting
zoil in your containet. Each petal will form a tiny rosette at one end, just like in the photo,
and that rosette will grove to full size and put down roots — ensuring you'll have plenty of
pazsalong plants to epread around the neighborhood,
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So what to make of the conflicting hardiness information I'm throwing &t you? Here's

wehat | think: If you live in zone 7 or the warmer parts of zone B, maybe ghost plant will

turn out to be as reliably perennial for you as it has been for me. And even if vou live in a colder climate, why
nat growy ghost plant &5 2 three-season annual? Whether i turns ot to be hardy to temperatures in the teens
or the 20s iz irrelevant, as long a3 you overwinter & feww rozettes indoors. Then, vou can use ghost plant as

"bookends" to your growing season, the same way you use pansies during the cold days of early spring and
late fall. The only difference is that ghost plant swon't melt sweay for you wehen the wearm vweather arrivel




